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Mark Your Calendars!  

December 6            

Huntsville Christmas 

Parade 

December 8               

General Membership 

Meeting  

December 13             

Rocket City Marathon  

December 20            

SCCC Christmas       

Party  

January 8                 

SCCC Night with the 

Havoc  

 

See details concerning 

these important events 

and much more           

inside this issue!  

O F F I C I A L  P U B L I C A T I O N  O F  T H E   

S P R I N G  C I T Y  C Y C L I N G  C L U B ï F O U N D E D  1 8 9 2  

T H E  S P R I N G  T I M E S  
Dedicated to providing ñconcerted plans and amusements for the bicyclistò 

General Membership     

Meeting  

Election of Officers  

December 8  

7 PM 

@ 

Indigo Joeôs  

 

(more info on pg. 2)  

What a long strange year itôs 

beené 

Reflecting on the year past, what a 
roller coaster itôs been.  Oil prices 
hit a historic high, over $150 a bar-
rel, causing gas prices to soar over 
four dollars a gallon.  The mort-
gage meltdown hit not only Ameri-
can stock markets, but markets 
around the world.  Billion dollar 
bailouts of the financial sector 
abounded. The fate of the US auto 
industry is still hanging in the bal-
ance; so far the fairy godfolks in 
Congress do not seem inclined to 
bail them out.  Maybe the Big 
Three should have ridden their bikes instead of taking the corporate jet.  The stock market 
index plummeted, wiping out 401kôs with merciless abandon.  The presidential election 
was historic on many levels ï not the least of which was the final election of the first Afro -
American President, and a First Lady whose defining characteristic, according to the press 

anyway, is her highly toned arms.  

But for cycling, the news item with the biggest impact was the price of the gallon of gas.  
Many people responded by dusting off that old bike and actually using it instead of the car 
to go places.  Some did it out of necessity; some did it out of protest.  Interest in commut-
ing increased, local TV stations interviewed local bike commuters, and people actually be-
gan to think of a bicycle as transportation, imagine that!  Look around the city of Hunts-
ville, and you will start to see bikes everywhere.  Bike racks are actually cropping up in 
front of local businesses, and being used.  But the increase of commuting was not without 
its dark side, as UAH student Sarah Chapman was killed in September while riding her bike 
through Research Park.  Finally, Huntsville sat up and took notice and the Bicycle Advi-

sory and Safety Committee was formed to help make cycling safer in Huntsville.  

We had historic Mayoral races this year, too.  In Huntsville, local businessman Tommy Bat-
tle defeated longtime mayor Loretta Spencer, mostly due, Iôm sure, to the fact that he came 
and spoke at the SCCC meeting.  In Madison, SCCC member Michael Callahan ran for 
mayor.  He didnôt win, but managed to get attention focused on local issues.  Now he wonôt 

have to give up his pro racing career.   

This year marked the first year for the Rocket Cup series, a friendly competition to encour-
age SCCC folks to ride and become more active with SCCC.  And, Clair and Steve Robin-
son developed the Ride of the White Chevron, a marked route with cue sheets and several 
mileage options, designed to be a leaderless, go at your own pace ride.  Mike Holderer 

again pulled off a near perfect SCCC ñAll You Can Eatò Century. 

We also developed the Acceptable Use Policy for the Roadies reflector email list, and Web-

(Continued on page 3) 

 

T H E  R A M B LE 

by Sharon Bayler, SCCC President  



 

 

 

SCCC Annual Christmas Party  

Saturday, December 20  

Village of Providence Club House and Pool  

7 PM ð tiléé. 

RSVP to  Anita Tygart at 426 -3646 or anitatea@msn.com   
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D E C E M B E R  G E N E R A L   

M E M B E R S H I P  M E E T I N G 

 
 
Program:  Election of Officers  Where: Indigo Joeôs 

 

Directions:  

From Huntsville - Indigo Joe's is about 0.6 mi. west of Slaughter/Jeff Road on 
US 72, just past the curve on the south side of the road. Look for Wreck Techs on 
the left, take the left turn lane just past the entrance. Indigo Joe's is in the same 

strip as the Thai restaurant.  

From Madison - Indigo Joe's is approximately a 0.9 mi. east of Hughes Road on 
the right side of the road. Look for the green drive -in espresso joint and Driv-

ing2000.com Suzuki dealership on right.  

 

 

Potluck, BYOB  

SCCC providing meat, ice soft drinks  

Bring: Side dish  or dessert  

            Personal seating  

           ~$15 gift if you plan on playing Dirty Santa  

            Some Christmas Spirit  

 
Directions:  

From Highway 72: 

North on Providence Main Street 

Left at Town Center Drive (Cheeburger, Cheeburger) 

Follow Town Center Drive right past Stockton Street 

Club House and Community Pool is at the right bend 

in Town Center Drive 

Park on street or at Village entrance (Itôs a short 

walk) 

Monday, December 8  
7 PM 

SCCC 2009 Officer Nominees  

President: Chris Reno  

VP: Morgan Andriuilli  

Treasurer: Ed Bernstein  

Newsletter Editor: Anita Tygart  

Secretary: Geanine Lehmann  

Community Affairs: Sharon Bayler  

Webmaster: Dean Della Pella  

Race Division Manager: Heath Goebel  

Rides Captain: Nominations needed!!!  

Century Director: Appointed by the officers  

mailto:anitatea@msn.com?subject=SCCC%20Christmas%20Party
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master Extraordinaire Dean Della Pella is now known as the Enforcer.  Itôs been pretty dull on the list latelyébut is that a bad 

thing?   

On a personal note, this year marked the year of surgery for the Baylers. Getting back in shape has been tough, itôs been 
interrupted by my work & travel schedule, but I hope to be back to my regular Albatross self pretty soon.  I owe it to my ex-
cellent physical terrorist, Jack Bice, to ride long and well.  Mike hasnôt yet gotten back on the bike but I think Iôll just start 
taking his bikes out for a ride, hopefully that will make him want to ride.  Iôve had my eye on the Soma Cross for some timeé

it looks lonely.  

As my term as president draws to a close, I want to thank the current slate of officers for all their hard work during 2008.  Iôve 
enjoyed working with all of them, and our sometimes raucous Officerôs Meetings/wine tastings.  Iôm looking forward to serv-
ing the club next year as Community Affairs and SCCC delegate to the Bicycle Safety and Advisory Committee.  Iôm also 

looking forward to 2009 for another reason - after years of lackluster Tours and dope scandalsin pro cycling ï Lance is back!     

 

Sharon  

(Continued from page 1) 

  

Mark your calendars for Saturday morning, December 13.    The SCCC is operating  their annual water and gatorade 
station to aid the Marathon runners. The location is same as always: the corner of Lakin Dr and Teakwood Dr, near 
the intersection of  Whitesburg Dr and Airport Rd.   As always, we need lots of volunteers to prepare and serve 
the drinks.   We run two shifts, shift one from 07:30 am until 10:30 am, and the second shift from 10:30 am until 1:30 
pm.  Please contact me, Michael Holderer, at 883 -9982 or moh@knology.net  to sign up.   I need your T -shirt size and 
which shift you prefer.  

  

Thanks Very Much!  

 

 R O C K E T  C I T Y  M A R A TH ON  A I D  ST A T I O N  

Volunteers Needed for December 13  

mailto:moh@knology.net
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Arrive at the Clinton Ave. parking lot (Lot K) across from the Post Office about 11 AM-note parking in the area will be a mad house, so 
park & ride to the start, or just ride. 

Wear a helmet-set a good example for kids who will see us. 

Santa hats are good, (zip tied to helmet, get the hat for a few bucks at Big Lots) but no Santa costumes (only one Santa-the parade 
Marshall). 

Decorate the riders & bikes: I've done garlands, big red bows, stuffed doggy toy candy canes and such-the critters get to play with the 
toys after the parade too. 

Elf costumes are welcome, and red gloves are a hit. 

Consider using your flashing commuter lights (sure it will be bright daylight, but...), as another opportunity to remind cyclists to be visi-
ble. 

If you have a bike pulled trailer, bring it with a big box wrapped as a present. 

Our "float" number will be posted on the channel 31 website Friday evening or just look for cyclists on Saturday. 

We should plan to meet for lunch after the parade at Bandito or your favorite haunt. 

Vintage, cruiser, tandem, unicycle, trike, tall bike, or even recumbents are interesting to the crowd. 

 

Any questions, call my cell at 348 -5181, or write to hamilgs@hiwaay.net. --george hamilton  

 

Saturday,  December 6, 2008 will be the fourth time for Huntsville cyclists in recent years to ride in the Parade, so 
come join us in another opportunity for the cycling community to be seen by Huntsvilleôs drivers!  No it wonôt be 
much of a workout at less than three miles for the route, but this year weôll try to do a ñfigure eightò for the crowd to 
enjoy (hey the Shriners can do it, so can we), and to burn a few calories.  Itôs a flat easy ride, so if you have a mini-
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2007 Huntsville Christmas Parade 


