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@ 

Indigo Joeôs 

(details pg. 2)  

Greetings from Berlin , city of 

history and bicycles.  From the 
Brandenburg Tor, to Checkpoint 
Charlie, you are reminded of his-
toric happenings from Napoleonôs 
capture of the city, to the more 
recent fall of the Mr. Gorbachevôs 
Wall.  Photo opportunities abound, 
from the Tiergarten, an enormous 
park in the center of the city, to the 
famous lime trees and caf®ôs lining 
the boulevard of Unter den Linden.  
But as a cyclist, what will ulti-
mately catch your eye are the num-
bers of bicyclists audaciously ped-
aling the streets, winding in and 
out of traffic, and your ear will de-

light to the jingling of myriad bicycle bells.  

Berlin, like most larger European cities, has wonderful public transportation.  The U -Bahn 
network can take you most anywhere in the metro area, and is safe and clean.  The head-
quarters of DeutscheBahn, the German rail system, is in Berlin, and the architecture of the 
modern Hauptbahnhof is seven stories of gloriously soaring glass and steel, a monument 
to German engineering and efficiency.  But many Berliners choose to travel by simple 

pedal power.  

Just as the rail system is well developed, so are the provisions for cyclists.  Most roads 
have a designated bicycle lane (sometimes shared with the buses, which can make for in-
teresting situations), and motorists respect the bike lanes and stay out of them (well 
maybe except for taxis).  Busier roads have parallel bike ñpathsò, usually part of the wider 
sidewalk, but with a marked red lane for cyclists.  Heaven help a pedestrian who strays 
into the bike path unsuspectingly!  If you are in the red zone, these cyclists will run you 
down!  Of course, being German they will politely ring their bell first.  Entschuldigen Sie 

mich bitte!   

The same sort of ñright to the roadò attitude for cyclists applies even on busy streets.  In 
this city where fewer than half the inhabitants own a car, drivers yield to cyclists, and even 
pedestrians, as Berliners also seem to walk everywhere.  Cars and bikes seem to share the 
road gracefully, as drivers know to watch for bikes.  (I seldom saw anyone even remotely 
overweight in Berlin.)  Bikes dominate ï they are chained to every fence or lightpost, and 
there are scores outside every workplace.  It was hard to find the entrance to the local CD 

and book store on Saturday night, there were so many bikes out front.   

How did this bike mecca come about?  In Berlin, the city has taken action and its philoso-
phy seems to be ñbuild it and they will come.ò Two years ago, city officials pledged to work 
toward bikes comprising 15 percent of the cityôs traffic by the year 2010. After devoting 2.5 
million Euros last year to expanding on the bike lane system, the goal isnôt far off. The city 

(Continued on page 3) 

Strasse des 17 Juni, with Victory Column in the distance 

T H E  R A M B LE 

by Sharon Bayler, SCCC President  
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Monday, November 10  
7 PM 

 
Program  
 
Jim Everts, Charlie & Shirley Feaux, and Davy Haynes will present "Tour of the Blue Ridge 
Parkway 2008." This is a slide show of their week -long credit card tour from its start 
(milepost 0) at Rockfish Gap, VA to the southern terminus (milepost 479) at Cherokee, NC.  
 
 

Directions  

From Huntsville - Indigo Joe's is about 0.6 mi. west of Slaughter/Jeff Road on US 72, just past the curve 
on the south side of the road. Look for Wreck Techs on the left, take the left turn lane just past the en-

trance. Indigo Joe's is in the same strip as the Thai restaurant.  

From Madison - Indigo Joe's is approximately a 0.9 mi. east of Hughes Road on the right side of the 

road. Look for the green drive -in espresso joint and Driving2000.com Suzuki dealership on right.  

December Newsletter Deadline 

November 20th  

Please send submissions to Anita Tygart at anitatea@knology.net or anitatea@msn.com. Members are requested to submit 

articles, photos, and useful links.  Members may also run free classified ads in the newsletter. If you have any questions or 

suggestions you may also call me at 426-3646. Thanks for your assistance with this newsletter.  

 

mailto:anitatea@knology.net
mailto:anitatea@msn.com
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already has 80 kilometers of bike lanes in the streets and 50 kilometers of lanes on sidewalks. 
Recent numbers show that cycling has doubled in the past decade, and now the cityôs 400,000 

riders each day account for 12 percent of total street traffic.   

Bikes range from ñcity bikesò, with fenders and baskets, to fixies, to actual road bikes.  All of 
the ñcity bikesò I saw also had front and rear generator lights, and most cyclists seemed un-
deterred by darkness, cold or rain.  Oh, and none of this fancy schmanzy bicycle gear  - no 
spandex, no tights ï just ride in your street clothes, suit, or skirt!  On Sunday I joined the 
ranks of Berlinôs cyclists, searching out the local bicycle rental shop, and for a few hours, I 
too experienced the joys of cycling in this great European city, riding out to Charlottenburg,  
to visit the Schloss Charlottenburg, circling the Victory Column, riding through the Branden-
burg Tor, crossing the site of the Wall numerous times, stopping for lunch on Unter den Lin-
den, and then sailing down the Strasse des 17 Juni, metal clamp on my right pants leg to keep 
it out of the chain, black coat flapping open like a crowôs wings, and scarf streaming gaily be-

hind me.  Ich bin ein Berliner!   

Sharon  

(Continued from page 1) 

Bicycle Museum in Cumberland Gap , TN  

Hi Everyone!  

I have enjoyed putting this newsletter together for you. I have learned so much about the SCCC and cycling in general by the 
information that you, the members, have provided. That being said, if there is anything that you would like to see in the new s-
letter please let me know. Also, if you can provide information that you think would be interesting to other cyclists, please  

send it on. Ride routes that you have discovered and cycling related photos would be welcomed.  

I hope you like the fall photos (throughout this publication) that I took on my latest trip to visit my son in Tennessee. I u sually 
bike in the morning while I wait for him to wake up. I am glad that he decided to go to a college with such a beautiful bike tra il 
nearby. The bicycle museum (see photo below) has bicycles from as far back as 1895. The founder and curator of the mu-
seum is Judge Ralph E. McClanahan II. He has the bikes displayed with a description and history of each. His website is also 

interesting with information and photos of the bikes. The link to this site is http://www.bicyclemuseum.net/index.html  

Well, that is my personal input this month. Is there something that you would like to share? Email me at anitatea@msn.com  or 

call me at 426 -3646. 

Anita Tygart  

EDITORôS NOTE  

òOh, and none of this 

fancy schmanzy 

bicycle gearñno 

spandex, no tightsñ

just ride in your 

street clothes, suit, 

or skirt!ó 

http://www.bicyclemuseum.net/index.html
mailto:anitatea@msn.com?subject=Newsletter
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Daylight hours grow short.  You rummage out your gloves, 

tights and warm jerseys.  It takes twice as long to dress and 

saddle up in the morning.  First comes the dark, then the 

winds, then the rain and finally the cold.  October is historically 

our most placid weather month; a pleasant coda to the end of 

summer before the lashings of November and December.  The 

summer cycling season is at a close.  

Reflecting on 2008, a lot of significant stuff happened in Hunts-

ville cycling sphere.  Local Category 1 Racer Michael Olheiser 

bagged the Masters Road Race National Championship, again.  

Junior racer Wesley Mathews upgraded to Category 3 after 

some significant wins and results.  Wes is the first Junior to 

come out of Huntsville through the SCCC since Jay Boles 

pasted everyone in the early ó90s.  So much time has passed 

until Wesleyôs rise as a racer that even Jayôs hairline is starting 

to recede.  Itôs been a pleasure seeing proud father Barry, 

slowly introduce Wes to the ins and outs of fast pack rid-

ing.  As worn -out masters racers, we all worked behind the 

scenes to encourage Wesleyôs early interest in racing, especially before he got too interested in girls and cars.  

Not that girls and cars are bad, but the pursuit of one or both diverted me and many other potential racers away 

from the sport until well into our twenties; way too late to take up a sport that competes with distractions such as 

career and family.  Wesley clearly no longer needs any advice from us.  However, Wesley and Mike make us 

proud that they call Huntsville home.  

On a broader scope, thereôs been a significant shift in cycling policy and politics in Huntsville.  In September, we 

invited then -mayoral candidate Tommy Battle to visit our club meeting.  We (the Club officers) saw that Battleôs 

top campaign platform dealt with city -wide transportation planning, including improving cycling and pedestrian 

accommodations.  While not a cyclist, Battle spoke about exercising greater control of urban planning, engineer-

ing and development.  As un -sexy and dull as it is, planning and zoning in Huntsville has huge implications to us 

as recreational and commuting cyclists.  Every new subdivision, every new commercial development, every zon-

ing change that piles more traffic on unimproved roads denies us of one more place to ride.  In every city known 

to be cycling friendly, the impetus to include bikes in the master plan comes from on top.  Tommy Battle won the 

run -off in October.  Weôll see if his election bodes well for implementing the Huntsville Bicycle Plan.  So far it 

does.  Battle promoted Public Safety Director Rex Reynolds to the newly formed Deputy Mayor position.  Rey-

nolds maintains his Public Safety post, but the position has been moved closer to the cityôs top rung. 

Tragically, the most significant change for cycling in Huntsville resulted from the death of popular UAH student 

Sarah Chapman.  As you may know, Chapman was struck and killed riding from class on an empty stretch of 

street near campus in mid -September.  The incident so galvanized the cycling community that Mayor Loretta 

Spencer mandated the formation of a standing bicycle -pedestrian advisory committee.  Sharon Bayler mentioned 

this in the October Ramble.  The Bicycle Advisory and Safety Committee now has representatives from Public 

Safety Office ( See Above ), Planning, and Engineering and includes Councilman Bill Kling.  From the cycling com-

munity, representatives from the SCCC, Alabama Bicycle Coalition and Redstone Arsenal are on the committee.  

A gorgeous fall day! 

Covered Bridge on  the Cumberland Gap Bicycle Path in Tennessee 

by Vice President Morgan Andriulli  


