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Dedicated to providing ñconcerted plans and amusements for the bicyclistò 

General Membership     

Meeting  

Monday, October 13, 2008  

     Diehl Toyota -Honda        
Specialists                          

7PM  

Program:                                

Swap Meet  

 

T H E  R A M B LE 
Keep the Momentum Going  

I guess anyone who is a cyclist in Huntsville knows by now that Sarah Chapman, age 20, was 

struck and killed by a motorist while riding her bike on Technology Drive through Research 

Park on September 15, 2008.   

Thereôs been a lot of talk as to what the facts of the accident were.  Did she swerve out into the 
lane in front of the car?  We now know that the driver was distracted by her cell phone.  Why 
was Sarah in the right hand lane when presumably she would have wanted to turn left to go to 
home or work?  Even if Sarah was in the turn lane, why was the motorist so close to her on a 
four lane road that a swerve was fatal?  Why were there no skid marks?  Itôs likely that no 
charges will be filed, although if a vehicle (i.e. car) strikes another vehicle from behind itôs gen-
erally assumed to be the rear vehicleôs fault.    It also galls me that each time the news media 

referred to the accident, it was always that ñthe cyclist swerved in front of the carò.   

The public hue and cry, particularly from the campus cycling community, has been loud and 
long.  At least 25 or 30 cyclists packed the city council meeting recently, and their voices were 
heard.  Current Mayor Loretta Spencerôs office is willing to set up a bicycle committee to study 

ways to make Huntsville more cycling friendly.   

Also, recently the SCCC had mayoral candidate Tommy Battle field questions at our monthly 
meeting concerning his Battle Plan for Huntsville, and his plans for bicycle and pedestrian im-
provements.  Should either candidate prove victorious in the upcoming run -off election, we at 

least now have their attention.   

So letôs keep the momentum going.  Do not let Sarah Chapmanôs death (and the death of other 
cyclists who have been killed by automobiles, such as Jennifer Robbins, killed in May of 2007 
on Carterôs Gin Road) be in vain.  We should push the Mayor ï whoever it will be after October 
7 ï for more motorist/cyclist education, cycling commuter education, more Share the Road 
signs, more designated bike routes (that connect and get folks to work or places they need to 
be), with bike lanes or shared bike lanes where necessary.  We should push for a local ordi-
nance that prohibits cell phone usage in cars, unless hands -free, as they do on the Arsenal.  
Weôve also had a lot of good ideas that SCCC can implement on their ownï such as PSAôs in 
local movie theaters, Share the Road billboards, and cycling commuting/safety education 

classes offered to UAH students.   

We should also look to what other states are doing.   South Carolina recently passed a new 
bicycle safety law H3006 ï addressing ñbuzzingò, mandating a ñsafe operating distance be-
tween motor vehicle and a bicycleò.  Note no defined distance, Iôm personally against the three 
foot rule.   This law also provides for civil fines for cyclist harassment, including verbal harass-
ment.   A summary of the South Carolinaôs new law can be found at http://www.pccsc.net/
advocacy.htm .  We could and should use this law as a template for changing Alabamaôs state 
bicycle law.  So letôs keep the momentum going.  Support the members of the local Bicycle 
Committee as we move forward, but we should be also working statewide towards new laws 
such as SC H3006, Share the Road plates, banning cell phone usage while driving, a compre-

hensive statewide Complete Streets policy, and more motorist and cyclist education.   

 

 

 

 

http://www.pccsc.net/advocacy.htm
http://www.pccsc.net/advocacy.htm


Page 2 T H E  S P R I N G  T I M E S  

O C T O B E R  GE N E R A L  M EM B E R S H I P  M E E T I N G 

A N D  S W A P  M E E T 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Program:   The October Meeting (Oct. 13)  will be the Swap Meet at Diehl Toyota -Honda Spe-

cialists at 3301 6th Ave SW.   Bring old gear, new gear, strange gear  and unload it for someone 
else's old/new/strange gear.  
  
Meeting starts at 7 PM.   SCCC will provide pizza while it lasts.   Feel free to BYOB  
 

Directions:   From Governor's Drive:   Turn south on 8th St. NW.   (First light west of Triana 

Blvd.).   Diehl Toyota -Honda Specialists is just after 6th Ave. at the corner on the right.  
 

 

November Newsletter Deadline 

October 20th  

Please send submissions to Anita Tygart at anitatea@knology.net or anitatea@msn.com. Members are requested to submit 

articles, photos, and useful links.  Members may also run free classified ads in the newsletter. If you have any questions or 

suggestions you may also call me at 426-3646. Thanks for your assistance with this newsletter.  

  
We have reserved a spot at Rattler Ford Camp at Joyce Kilmer Memorial Forest in North Carolina. Itôs a car camping outing with 
opportunities to look at the fall colors, wade in a nearby stream, fish, hike, see some of the oldest and biggest trees in th e South-
east, and last but not least, cycle a very challenging 62 miler . If you want a lesser ride, the beautiful mountain scenery i s s till 
there to admire. There is a ride to the dam that is shorter for those not willing to put the effort into the metric and anoth er to Rob-
binsville and back via the Horse cove route. Be advised that all courses are hilly. Bring a tent, your food, cooking gear, an d a 
camp chair. And your bike. Temps may get chilly, so bring your warm clothes. Sitting around the fire in the evening and swap-
ping tales is a great part of this adventure. The trip is family friendly and just a few miles from Robbinsville, NC. For mor e info  
call  Charles Feaux  881-8479 or cfeaux@comcast.net . 
  

 

A N N U A L  F AL L  C A M P O UT  O C T . 2 4- 2 6  
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Program:  Mr. Tommy Battle, Huntsville mayoral candidate.  

Remember the SCCC All -You-Can-Eat Century is this Saturday, Sept 20!  

The meeting was very abbreviated to give more time to our guest speaker.  

Jamie Miernik gave a brief summary of what she learned at ProWalk ProBike in Seattle Sept 2 -5, 2008.  ProWalk ProBike 2010 will be close 

by in Chattanooga!  We need to work on our city planners and engineers to plan to attend.  

If you want to check out Mr. Battleôs platform, his ñBattle Planò, check-out:  

http://tommybattle.com/battle_plan/  

Sharon Bayler presented the following SCCC recommendations and these were the basis of some of the discussion.  

Hire a full -time bicycle/pedestrian coordinator.  

Establish a bicycle/pedestrian committee that has real input and accountability for the results.  

Educate local planners and engineers on the implementation of bicycle accessible roadways including the Complete Streets conc ept . 

Benchmark bicycle plans of bicycle -friendly cities (Auburn, Chattanooga, Seattle) to see how Huntsvilleôs plans can be improved. 

Promote cooperation among members of existing Metropolitan Planning Organization to establish MPO -wide bicycle facilities and 

policies.  (No bike lanes to nowhere)  

Pursue and obtain Bicycle Friendly City status from League of American Bicyclists.  

Complete the promised Greenway and Bicycle Route maps.  

When asked why he was running for mayor, Mr. Battle said he decided to run for mayor because Huntsville was growing fast and not  
planning well for growth; he thought he could do a better job.  He wants to revamp the Planning and Engineering Depts to get the roads 
built and improve our public transportation system.  He also said that bike and pedestrian planning needed a dedicated person  to oversee 

engineering and design.  

When asked why we should vote for him, he replied that he can improve city services and planning.  He seemed to think that pl anning and 
oversite is what the city has not done well.  He mentioned money wasted on the jail construction project.  He also said he wo uld  be mak-
ing our needs known in Montgomery.  He felt that was not accomplished in the past and the Huntsville area was not receiving t hei r fair 

share of state funds.  

When questioned about the Metropolitan Planning Organization and the problems there have been between the city of Madison and  
Huntsville, he said in his administration, he didnôt think those problems would persist.  He said that the new Madison mayor, Mr. Findley, 

was a friend and fellow businessman and he felt they would be able to work well together.  

 

Notes by Jamie Miernik  

SCCC Secretary  
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It was a good Century and I think riders enjoyed themselves.    We had 362  riders, but bought food for 400.   So, I'd say most le ft heavier 

than when they came!   Matt led the charge at hectic Rest Stop 1.   Once again, the racers at the Lexie Crossroads Rest Stop raise  the bar 

on rest stop cuisine. Randy hosted the rest stop at Elora, and Marjorie worked a long day at rest stop 4, aka the tomato sand wic h 

stop.   Morgan and team did an excellent job of marking the course, despite the re -routing to delay our crossing of Highway 64.   As a re-

sult, I believe we did completely avoid conflict with the Trail of Tears motorcycle riders.  

 We had one serious accident, in which a rider fell onto the pavement, ruined his shoulder, and required ambulance transport t o a hospi-

tal.   With only a minor snafu related to a miscommunicated turn from Elora Road, the day went smoothly.  

 

Our volunteer support was outstanding.   Ed and Paulette Bernstein kept the registration flowing from beginning to end in a fine manner. 

Karen Tracy helped out with publicity and fielded the storm of emails and phone calls.    The Madison County High School Girls So ccer 

Team helped us at the nearer rest stops and at the school.   From what I heard, the Sherriffôs deputy thought he could easily catch up to 

the lead group from behind.   But, even by the time he reached Winchester Road, he was still not at the front!   He was helpful in  our start 

and in calming traffic on Winchester Road.  

 

We appreciate the Huntsville Amateur Radio Club working as dispatch for the SAG's, and helping direct when to close the rest sto ps. Our 

own Chris Reno had a longer than expected SAG day, helping bring equipment back home.  Be sure to say thanks at MadisonCycles and  

Bicycles Etc for their SAG supports!  

 

Finally, thanks to the riders who braved the threatening skies. Fortunately, the rain held off and the weather turned in our favor.   We had 

a unicycle rider do the metric, and a scout leader helped several young bys complete the 50 -mile course.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Michael Holderer  

SCCC Century Director  

 

 

 

S C C C  A L L- Y O U- C A N- EA T  C E N T U RY   

Lexie Crossroads Rest Stop Team All You Can Eat!! 

RAM Riders Finish Metric! 

Photo Courtesy of                     

Geanine  Lehmann 

Photos Courtesy of Jacqy Stone 


